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Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

Each academic year holds enormous promise for all involved in the 

processes of education.  What was 2011 is now gone and 2012 stands 

before us full of possibilities.  I encourage all students to strive to be all 

their talent declares them capable of being. In particular, I welcome 

our newest members in Year 7 and hope that their time with us is 

rewarding and nurturing.  We hope that our Year 12 students begin this 

year as they intend to complete it; with determination and focus.  

  

Term 1 is always very busy.  There are several Year Levels holding 

camps and Pastoral events and there are several information 

evenings which seek to advise parents/guardians of what they might expect for their 

son/daughter over the course of the year. I encourage parents/guardians to examine 

the calendar for those that are pertinent to them.  

 

We look forward to our Opening School Mass to be held on February 15 where we 

celebrate the Gospel values that underpin our purpose.  I invite all members of the 

College community to join us in this very fitting official beginning of the school year.  

  

May St Mary of the Cross MacKillop guide us through 2012. 

 

 

 
Rory Kennedy 
Principal

 

College Chaplains 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

Fr. Cameron Forbes 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

“Be bright and cheerful and encourage all to be the same” 

Mary MacKillop 1885 

 

AMEN 

 

 

Canonical Administrators 

Fr. Frank Buhagiar 

(President) 

         Fr Pius Kodakkathanath 

Fr. Jude Pirotta 

 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Sr. Geraldine Whelan 
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2012 College Positions of Leadership (POLs) and Year Level Lists can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 
 

Our School Captains introduce the Senior Student Leadership Group for 2012. 

Click the following for a full listing of all senior positions and their leaders. 

 
The challenge of leadership is an important part of our students' learning experiences. It 

is held in very high esteem and is recognised on many occasions throughout the school 

year. It is hoped that through these experiences those students who have taken on the 

mantle of leadership will learn much in terms of the qualities needed for good 

leadership as well as gaining a compassionate vision. 

 

 

http://www.mackillopwerribee.com.au/Student_Leadership/Leadership_Groups.html


MACKILLOP COLLEGE Monthly Newsletter – February 2012 

 

- 3 - 

MacKillop Mission 

 

The Journey of Mary MacKillop 1842 – 1909:      

On 17 October 2010 Mary MacKillop was recognised by the church as St Mary of the 

Cross MacKillop.  In today's world, Mary stands as an example of great courage and 

trust in her living out of God's loving and compassionate care of those in need. For 

families who are beginning their journey with our College this year, we‟d like to share a 

summary of her story with you now, so that you can understand a little more about 

what inspires and animates us here at MacKillop College.       

“On January 15 1842 Mary MacKillop was born of Scottish parents, Alexander MacKillop 

and Flora MacDonald in Fitzroy, Victoria. This was less than seven years after Fawkner 

sailed up the Yarra, when Elizabeth Street was a deep gully and Lonsdale Street was still 

virgin bush. A plaque in the footpath now marks the place of her birth in Brunswick 

Street, Fitzroy. 

Mary, the eldest of eight children, was well educated by her father who spent some 

years studying for the priesthood in Rome but through ill health had returned to his 

native Scotland until 1835 when he migrated to Australia with his parents. Unfortunately, 

he lacked financial awareness, so the family was often without a home of their own, 

depending on friends and relatives and frequently separated from one another. 

From the age of sixteen, Mary earned her living and greatly supported her family, as a 

governess, as a clerk for Sands and Kenny (now Sands and MacDougall), and as a 

teacher at the Portland school. While acting as a governess to her uncle's children at 

Penola, Mary met Father Julian Tenison Woods who, with a parish of 22,000 square 

miles/56,000 square kilometre, needed help in the religious education of children in the 

outback. At the time Mary's family depended on her income so she was not free to 

follow her dream. However, in 1866, greatly inspired and encouraged by Father 

Woods, Mary opened the first Saint Joseph's School in a disused stable in Penola. 

Young women came to join Mary, and so the Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph 

was begun. In 1867, Mary was asked by Bishop Shiel to come to Adelaide to start a 

school. From there, the Sisters spread, in groups to small outback settlements and large 

cities around Australia, New Zealand, and now in Peru, Brazil and refugee camps of 

Uganda and Thailand. Mary and these early Sisters, together with other Religious Orders 

and Lay Teachers of the time, had a profound influence on the forming of Catholic 

Education as we have come to know and experience it today. She also opened 

Orphanages, Providences to care for the homeless and destitute both young and old, 

and Refuges for ex-prisoners and ex-prostitutes who wished to make a fresh start in life. 

Mary, throughout her life, met with opposition from people outside the Church and 

even from some of those within it.  

http://www.sosj.org.au/who-we-are/index.cfm?loadref=106
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In the most difficult of times she consistently refused to attack those who wrongly 

accused her and undermined her work, but continued in the way she believed God 

was calling her and was always ready to forgive those who wronged her. 

Mary, throughout her life, suffered ill health. She died on August 8, 1909 in the convent 

in Mount Street, North Sydney where her tomb is now enshrined. Since then the 

Congregation has grown and now numbers about 1200, working mainly in Australia 

and New Zealand but also scattered singly or in small groups around the world. The 

"Brown Joeys" may be seen in big city schools, on dusty bush tracks, in modern 

hospitals, in caravans, working with the "little ones" of God - the homeless, the new 

migrant, the Aboriginal, the lonely and the unwanted, in direct care and in advocacy, 

in standing with and in speaking with. In their endeavours to reverence the human 

dignity of others and to change unjust structures, the Sisters and those many others who 

also share the Mary MacKillop spirit continue the work which she began.”      

www.sosj.org.au 

Ms R Lechmere  

              Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity 

 

Opening School Mass – Wednesday 15 February 2012 
The first gathering of our community is the Opening School Mass.  Bishop Vincent Long 

Van Nguyen and local priests will lead our celebration in the Tenison Woods Centre on 

Wednesday 15 February 2012 commencing at 7:30pm.  It is an expectation of the 

College that all students attend this school event.  Students need to be in full school 

uniform.  

 

 
 

 
Back to table of contents 
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MacKillop College Open Day 
The College Open Day is on Wednesday 29 February 2012 between 2pm – 6pm.  

Guided tours will be conducted and Enrolment Application Forms for 2013 will be 

available. 

 
Back to table of contents 

 

Enrolments for Year 7 2013 
Applications for enrolment for Year 7 2013 close on Friday 2 March 2012.  Siblings of 

current MacKillop College students wishing to attend the College must also complete 

an Application Form. 

 
Back to table of contents 

 

MacKillop College Student Photographs 
Students‟ photographs will be taken on Thursday 9 February 2012. All students are 

required to have their photograph taken on this day.  Each student will receive a 

photograph envelope with information regarding the cost of the various options 

available.  Please ensure that all envelopes have the correct money and are returned 

on the day of their photograph.  

 

Students need to be in full summer uniform, as they will not be photographed in their 

Physical Education (PE) uniform. If students have an activity on the day which requires 
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the wearing of the PE uniform they are to wear the full school uniform and change into 

their PE uniform for that class.  

 

All Year 9 St Mary‟s Campus students will have their photos taken during the morning 

homeroom time at the Main Campus.  
 

Back to table of contents 

Student Travel 
Students and parents/guardians are reminded that all students should be at school at 

the latest by 8.35am each morning in readiness for Homeroom to begin. 

 

Students are not to be dropped off or picked up on the Administration building side of 

the driveway. All student drop offs and pickups are to be done alongside of the 

Tenison Wood Building and then cars exit via the rear of the College along South Ring 

Road. 

 

Students who ride to school must wear an approved helmet which is correctly fastened 

at all times. We appreciate your cooperation in these matters as the safety of all 

because of moving traffic, is paramount. 

 
Back to table of contents 

 

John the Baptist Resource Centre 
A special welcome to students who are new to the College.  I hope you have found 

the Resource Centre as we have a wonderful collection available for you to use. 

Opening hours are from 8:15am until 4:15pm.  

 

As soon as we can, we will be producing identification cards for all students; in the 

meantime new students are welcome to borrow just come to the circulation desk. 

Students who were at the College last year need to use last year‟s identification card. If 

you have any items overdue from 2011 please return them this week to enable you to 

borrow resources. 

 

Students wishing to subscribe to The Age newspaper can do so online at 

https://education.theage.com.au/ . Once the subscription has been organised it can 

be collected each morning from the JBC. 
 
Back to table of contents 

 

Careers 
Defence Technical Scholarships: 

The Department of Defence have now launched their „Defence Technical 

Scholarships‟ for 2012.  The scholarships are designed to encourage students to stay at 

school and complete Year 11 and 12 whilst studying mathematics and technical trade 

subjects. It is a scholarship focused on students undertaking a technical trade 

pathway, not a tertiary pathway.  

https://education.theage.com.au/
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Please note that there is no commitment for you to join the Australian Defence Force; 

however students must demonstrate an interest in ADF Technical Trades to complete 

the application process. 

 

The Scholarships provides $2000 for year 11 and $3000 for year 12 students and is paid 

in one cheque at the start of term 2. The application period closes midnight 09 March 

2012; therefore it is absolutely essential that all fully completed applications are 

returned to Ms Sama, Careers Counsellor by 3.30pm on 02 March.  

 

If you are interested in applying and/or require further information, please contact Ms 

Sama on 8734 -5266 or at tsama@mackillop.vic.edu.au  

 
Back to table of contents 

Student Wellbeing - Services  
Student services continue to provide support to our students via a whole school 

approach to wellbeing and practical support.  Integration aide assistance in the 

classroom, counselling services (including On Psych Psychologists), Careers counselling 

and outside agency support such as Youth Connections and EACH employment are 

some of the many services available at MacKillop.  It is timely to provide 

parents/guardians with an update on some of the key services we provide. 

 

 

Counselling 

Counselling is available to all students at MacKillop College.  Students can self-refer or 

in partnership with teaching staff can be referred for counselling either during school 

hours or immediately after school.   The school counsellors; Betty Kraveleski, Colin 

Dunne and Margie O‟Loughlin are all located in the Student Services Building.   Further 

support is provided by an outside agency “OnPsych” who work closely with our Student 

Wellbeing team and Director of Student Services to provide specialist support in 

adolescent mental health issues. OnPsych are a team of qualified, registered 

psychologists and social workers that operate alongside our resident counsellors at the 

College.  They work with individual students and their families at no cost to the student 

or parent/guardian.  This requires a referral from your family GP.  For referrals and more 

information contact Kylie Power (Director of Student Services) at 

kpower@mackillop.vic.edu.au .  Rachel Di Natale and Stefania Di Crescenzo are our 

assigned OnPsych Psychologists.  

Integration Aide support 

We are fortunate to have ten Integration aides at MacKillop College.  Aides are 

assigned to classes that need extra support and assistance typically in the areas of 

Literacy and Numeracy.  Allocation of aides is coordinated by Kylie Power the Director 

of Student Services in collaboration with the Individualised Learning Leaders Jan Enright 

(Year 7 & 8), Julie Lamond (Year 9 & 10) and Mark Westgarth (Year 11 & 12).  Allocation 

mailto:tsama@mackillop.vic.edu.au
mailto:kpower@mackillop.vic.edu.au
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is based on need and is delivered discreetly by the aides who have many years 

experience working with secondary students.  

The aides also offer homework assistance after school “Study Zone” runs 3.30-4.30pm 

Mondays and Thursdays throughout the year. 

Careers Counselling 

We welcome Tracey Sama, Careers Counsellor and Micarle Callea, Careers 

Coordinator to the Student Services team.  They will assist students and families plan 

successful pathways for the future. 

Back to table of contents 

   

Parent/Guardian Information 
 

MACKILLOP COLLEGE BOARD – PARENT REPRESENTATIVE  

The function of the MacKillop College Board is to provide guidance, advice and bring 

a range of views that assist in informing some of the decision making processes of the 

school. The members of the MacKillop College Board are respected for their 

participation and knowledge and viewed by the Administration of the College as 

having an essential and significant role to play in the ongoing welfare of the College. 

We welcome on the Board a Parent/Guardian Representative whose term of office is 

three years and we call upon all parents/guardians to contemplate taking up this 

unique and important role at the school. Nomination forms for this post are available 

from the Principal‟s Personal Assistant, Mrs Catherine Jack. Alternatively you can 

contact the College to have a nomination form posted to you. Nominations close on 

February 17 2012. The Board meets five times per year, the first of which is the Annual 

General Meeting, March 15 at the College. We thank you in anticipation of your 

consideration and nomination.  
 

 

EMA INFORMATION FOR 2012  

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with 

the costs associated with the education of their children.  

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must:  

 be either a parent or guardian of a secondary school student up to the age of 

sixteen; and  

 be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within 

the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 

pensioner or be a foster parent.  

 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid 

Health Care Card or valid Pension Card.  

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (February 1, 2012) which is 

the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (July 16, 2012).  

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by February 22, 2012 for the first 

instalment and July 27, 2012 for the second instalment.  
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The EMA provides an annual amount of $470 for secondary students and is paid in two 

instalments. This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school. 

Students turning 16 years in 2012 will be paid on a pro rata basis. If the parent portion is 

surrendered to school fees, the school portion will also be credited to the applicant‟s 

school account. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL START BONUS 

 

The School Start Bonus is provided by the Victorian Government to 

assist low-income families with the costs associated with their 

son/daughters starting Prep or Year 7 at a government or non-

government school.  If you hold a valid Health Care Card or 

Pension Card, and you have a son/daughter starting Prep or Year 

7, you may be eligible to receive this one-off $300 payment. 

 

The School Start Bonus will be paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

into your nominated bank account.  The School Start Bonus is 

separate from, and additional to, the Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA). 

 

How to Apply: Contact the Administration Office to complete an application form for 

the EMA/School Start Bonus. 

 

For late enrolments, applications will be accepted until 29 February 2012. 

For more information about the School Start Bonus and the EMA, visit 

www.education.vic.gov.au/financialassistance 

 

 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

Conveyance Allowance 2012 Application forms will be distributed to students in the first 

week of Term 1.  Application forms are to be completed and returned to the 

Administration office by Friday 10 February 2012.  Please note students residing less than 

4.8kms from the College are not eligible for this allowance.  For further information 

please click this link to Guidelines for Conveyance Allowance.  

 
 

 

EDUCATION TAX REFUND 

The Australian Government‟s Education Tax Refund provides parents with much 

needed help for education expenses, with refunds of up to $409 per primary school 

students and $818 per secondary school students available at tax time in 2012 if they 

are eligible for Family Tax Benefit Part A. 

 

On top of the regular items, such as computers, home internet connections, textbooks 

and stationery, new changes mean that parents can now also be able to claim 

school-approved uniforms, including hats, footwear and sports uniforms purchased. 

 

http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/schadmin/schops/Resources/conveyance/Procedural_Guidelines_Conveyance_Allowance_Jan2012.pdfwww.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/schadmin/schops/Resources/conveyance/Procedural_Guidelines_Conveyance_Allowance_Jan2012.pdf
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If you are eligible please keep your receipts in a safe place to ensure you can claim 

your ETR. 

 

For further information about the Education Tax Refund and what expenses can be 

claimed, parent/guardians can visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au. 
 

 

SCHOOL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM – 2012 

Immunisation for all Year 7 and 10 students will take place at the College on Monday 

20 February 2012 at 9:00am. Irrespective of whether your son/daughter is to be 

immunised, all vaccination cards must be signed by the parent/guardian and returned 

to the College by Monday 13 February 2012.  Consent Cards will be distributed to all 

Year 7 and 10 students. 

 

Year 7  Hepatitis B vaccine: A course of two vaccinations over a period of 

approximately 6 months are needed to protect against Hepatitis B. 

  Chickenpox vaccine:  Protection against Chickenpox disease 

Year 7 (Girls) HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) Gardasil Vaccine 

 

Council‟s immunisation service will visit MacKillop on three dates 20 February, 28 May 

and 30 October 2012. On the first and third occasions, Year 7 male students will receive 

two vaccinations, and the female students will receive three vaccinations. On 28 May 

only Year 7 females will receive vaccinations. 

 

Year 10   Boostrix (dTpa) Adolescent Diphtheria, Tetanus and acellular Pertussis 

(Whooping Cough): Protection against Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis (Whooping 

Cough) on 20 February 2012. 

 
YEAR LEVEL VACCINE DETAILS 

Year 7  

(males & females) 
HepatitisB 

20 February 9:00am 

30  October 9:00am 

Year 7  

(males & females) 
Chickenpox 20 February  9:00am 

Year 7  

(females) 

HPV (Human Papilloma Virus) Gardasil 

vaccine 

20 February 9:00am 

28 May    9:00am      

30  October 9:00am      

Year 10  

(males & females) 

Boostrix (Diphtheria, Tetanus & acellular 

Pertussis – Whooping Cough) 
20 February  9:00am 

 

If you have any queries regarding your son/daughters immunisation please contact 

Lynda Marburg at the Wyndham City Council on 9742 0777. 

 

Asthma Management 

For information regarding your son/daughters Asthma Management please click on 

this link or go to our website and navigate via Information > Medical Information . 

 

Anaphylaxis Management 

For information regarding your son/daughters Anaphylaxis Management please click 

on this link or go to our website and navigate via Information > Medical Information 

http://www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au/
http://www.mackillopwerribee.com.au/Information/Medical_Information.html
http://www.mackillopwerribee.com.au/Information/Medical_Information.html
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UNIFORM SHOP 

Trading Hours 

Monday 6 February – Friday 10 February 2012 8:15am – 3:45pm  

(Closed 11:30am – 12:30pm daily) 

 

Normal Trading Hours commence Monday 13 February 2012 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  8:15am – 3:45pm  

(Closed 11:30am – 12:30pm) 

 

Trousers for Year 7 Boys 

Any boys who require school trousers please come to the Uniform Shop during recess or 

lunchtime to be fitted. 

 

CANTEEN 

MacKillop College welcomes the assistance of parents/guardians in the Canteen. To 

comply with current legal requirements a Working with Children Check (Volunteer) will 

need to be completed by all volunteers. Application Forms and Canteen Volunteer 

Forms are available from the Administration Office. 

 

The canteen price list is available via the MacKillop website.  Click on this link .  
 
Back to table of contents 

 

http://www.mackillopwerribee.com.au/Information/School_Canteen.html
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Parents & Friends Committee 
We would like to introduce our new committee for 2012 and thank all members for their 

dedication and commitment: 

 

President   Birgit Minness 

Vice President  Cathy Hockley 

Secretary   Glenda Flynn 

Assistant Secretary  Eva Di Quinzio 

Treasurer   Caroline Jabbory 

Assistant Treasurer  John Grapsas 

P & F Board Rep.  Fiona Weedon 

 

The P & F Committee organised a MacCuppa (a cuppa and chat) on the first day of 

school, Friday 3 February 2012 for all interested parents/guardians.   Thank you to those 

who helped out on the day.  I would like to extend an invitation to all 

parents/guardians to attend our first P & F meeting for this year on Wednesday 7 March 

2012 at 7:30pm in the Training Room in the Sr. Giovanni Administration Building.   Come 

and be part of a wonderful group of parents/guardians who are dedicated to 

supporting the College.  Listen to reports from the Principal and Committee members 

and be informed of what is happening now and what is planned for the future.    

ALL WELCOME! 

 

Please note the following meeting dates for 2012: 

 Wednesday 7 March 2012 

 No meeting in April – school holidays 

 Wednesday 2 May 2012 

 Wednesday 6 June 2012 

 No meeting in July – school holidays 

 Wednesday 1 August 2012 

 Wednesday 5 September 2012 

 No meeting in October – school holidays 

 Wednesday 7 November 2012 

 Wednesday 5 December 2012 – Christmas Dinner 

 
Back to table of contents 
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7 MAROON BB4 Mrs Jamgotchian Miss Kitchen

7 ORANGE WB13 Mr Pitaro Ms Huang

7 PURPLE WB9 Mr Shaw

7 RED BB5 Mrs Ranieri

7 SILVER WB10 Mr Parker

7 WHITE BB6 Miss Titley

Miss Moon & Mr Sarpi

8 AQUA PW3 Mr Higgins Support Staff

8 BLUE PW2 Ms Alcock‐Howell Mrs Storey

8 BROWN PP7 Miss Civelle Mrs Gago

8 GOLD BB1 Miss Tamburro Miss Caligiuri

8 GREEN PW5 Mr Dolista Mrs Dodson

8 IVORY PW1 Miss Goodall Mr Pisani

8 MAROON PW4 Miss Kennedy Miss Diggins

8 ORANGE PP5 Mr Borg Mrs Cardoso
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Head of The Arts (Shared) ‐ Performing  Mr McLaughlin

Head of The Arts (Shared) ‐  Visual Mr Mannello
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VCE Leader Mr P Ryan

VCAL  Leader Miss Putland

VET Leader Mrs Robinson

Director of Student Wellbeing (Yr 7 ‐ 8) Mrs Enright

Director of Student Wellbeing (Yr 9 ‐ 10) Mr Exton

Director of Student Wellbeing (Yr 11 ‐ 12) Mr Westgarth

Director of Student Services Mrs Power

Individualised Learning Leader (Yr 7 ‐ 8) Mrs Enright

Individualised Learning Leader (Yr 9 ‐ 10) Mrs Lamond

Individualised Learning Leader (Yr 11 ‐ 12) Mr Westgarth

Julian Tenison Woods Program Leader Mrs Jackson

Numeracy Mentor Miss Callea

Director of Learning ‐ Literacy Mr Rickard

Literacy Mentor Miss Harkin

Daily Organiser / Timetabler Mr K Ryan

St Mary's Campus Organiser Ms Costanzo

Extras Coordinator Ms Swanton

Staff Mentor Mrs Dineen

Director of Information Services Ms Malcolm

International Programs Coordinator Ms Nagaoka

Sport Coordinator (Shared) Mr K Ryan

Sport Coordinator (Shared) Miss Sicura

Outdoor Education Leader Miss Goodall

Student Leadership Coordinator (Shared) Mrs Dineen

Student Leadership Coordinator (Shared) Mr Cunningham

Music Director Mr Wallace

Promotions and Marketing Coordinator Mrs Sarpi

Associate Leadership ‐ Head of Technology (ICT) Mr Vella

Associate Leadership ‐ Head of Science Mrs Moore

Positions of Leadership 2012 ‐ 2014
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