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Introduction 

The MacKillop College Library endorses the ethos of Catholic education whereby all people have 
the right to participate in decisions that affect their lives. As part of the wider community, the 
Library acknowledges and supports the rights of all creators to be recognised for their efforts 
and endeavours, through the protection of intellectual property rights. The upholding and 
respect of copyright law ensures that all students and staff follow their legal obligation to 
creators and acknowledge their right to economic reimbursement. This is of particular 
importance in a Library environment. 

Principles 

MacKillop College Library is committed to: 

• promotion and provision of access to a wide range of information resources to staff and 
students 

• upholding copyright regulations within the College so that a fair and equitable balance 
between the rights of creators, owners and users, and the advancement and sharing of 
knowledge, to encourage creativity, innovation, research, education and learning is 
maintained 

• maintaining appropriate licences for use of copyright material as permitted under 
legislative requirements, for the variety of resource medium required to provide a 
fulfilling education 

• provision of educational experience in the correct procedure to acknowledge creators 
and ensure copyright protocols are adhered to 

Objectives 

MacKillop College Library is committed to: 

• recognising and respecting the intellectual property rights of all creators 
• recognising the crucial role they play in managing and facilitating access to information 

resources in all formats and the effective enforcement of copyright 
• promoting respect for copyright and intellectual property and actively defending 

copyright works against piracy, unfair use and unauthorised exploitation, in both the 
physical and digital environment 

• ensuring staff and students are aware of their obligations in relation to the Copyright Act 
(1968) and its amendments 

• ensuring recognition and respect is given to the communal ownership of Indigenous 
cultural property and the principles of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP). 

 



Implementation 

Principal commitment 

The principal is responsible for ensuring that:  

• the objectives of this policy are integrated into Library practice 
• all Library staff are aware of their rights and responsibilities in relation to the practical 

application of the policy 
• Library staff are provided with professional development opportunities to remain abreast 

with copyright amendments 

Staff commitment 

Library staff are responsible for ensuring that: 

• they comply with this policy and apply relevant procedures 
• they retain up to date knowledge with relevant educational amendments via professional 

development opportunities 
• they provided guidance and information to staff and students with regard to their rights, 

obligations and responsibilities concerning copyright application  
• when required they provide assistance to school copyright audit processes 

This policy works in conjunction with the following policies and guidelines   

• MacKillop College copyright policy 
• Smartcopying: The Official Guide to Copyright issues for Australian Schools and TAFE  
• Australian Copyright Council 
• Australian Library and Information Agency 
• Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property Rights 2018 
• Learning & Teaching Policy   
• Digital Technologies Policy  
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